Bi-specific antibody therapy for the treatment of cancer.
Bi-specific antibodies (BsAbs) combine immune cell activation with tumor cell recognition as a result of which tumor cells are killed by pre-defined effector cells. In this review a brief introduction to monoclonal antibodies will precede a more in-depth presentation of the current status of BsAb therapy for cancer. Target molecules and effector mechanisms aimed at tumor cells or aimed at tumor vasculature, and the application of recombinant DNA technology in the construction of antibodies, will be discussed. The lessons learned from the last decade will be discussed in consideration of the potential future development of BsAbs for cancer therapy.